
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

COMMITTEE HELD 8TH NOVEMBER 2011 

Cllrs present: Cllr Sheila Baynes, Cllr Caitlin Bloom(via Skype), Cllr Louise Bloom(Chair), 

Cllr Daniel Clarke, Cllr Cynthia Garton, Cllr Pearl Hicks, Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya 

In attendance: Jenny Critchlow 

  Steve Watson  - Detached Youth Worker 

Sarah Brigham – Director Berry Theatre 

 

Nicola Horsey – Head of Hampshire Libraries 

Jane Selby – Group Manager 

CC596 Apologies Cllr Derek Pretty 

CC597 Minutes and Matters of the meeting held 11th October 2011 

Proposed by Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya, seconded by Cllr Pearl Hicks. The minutes 

were signed. 

CC598 Correspondence 

             (a) Victim Support – A letter had been received thanking the Committee for 

              the £500.00 grant that was given. 

 (b) Volunteering Matters – November 2011 

(c)        Southampton Shopmobility – A letter had been received thanking the 

             Committee for the £400.00 grant that was given.       

CC599 To receive a HEWEB Youth Council Report 

 Jenny Critchlow gave a brief update on the current situation and confirmed that 

 her last day of employment would be on the 10th January 2012. 

 The Youth Council had decided, with the advice of Jon Riddell to hold the Youth 

 Grants early this year. The closing date was on the 28th November 2011, with the 

 interviews being held during the week beginning 6th December 2011, enabling 

 the final decisions to be made before Christmas. 

 They had decided that the Christmas dinner at The Box would still be held this year  

 and were very pleased that the Youth provision was to be kept going locally. 

 Cllr Louise Bloom added that nothing formally had been decided, the next meeting 

 was to be held in January 2012, but things were moving forward and work was in 

 progress to continue local Youth Provision. 

CC600 Berry Theatre – Six Monthly Activity Report presentation by Sarah Brigham 

 Members had prior to the meeting received a copy of this report. 

 Sarah Brigham gave an update to this Six Monthly Report. The Theatre had 

 started programming Asian films, which were a great success and sold out. 

  



COMMUNITY AND CULTURE COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD 8TH NOVEMBER 2011 – Cont’d Page 2 

The postcode lottery showed that visitors were coming from such places as Botley,   

Bishop Waltham and Eastleigh, as well as Hedge End. They were finding it difficult in 

attracting school groups from the Eastleigh area to the shows, but the workshops 

were very popular. 

 

Cllr Louise Bloom asked if The Performing Arts Company had been paid yet, the 50% 

that had been agreed towards the costs they had requested in hiring The Berry   

Theatre. This was to be checked with the Clerk.  

 

The Committee now needed to start thinking of what they wanted to see being 

performed, using the money HETC had allocated. 

Maybe HETC could sponsor the Christmas Project for 2012. Other possible ideas 

included musicals for the older generation, even performances from such groups as 

the West End Singers, with the less mobile/disabled having transport provided to and 

from the Theatre. This would also be a good social activity for them. 

The school syllabuses should be looked at, for example in the subject of English and 

History, which could encourage more school to attend productions. 

The programming of more family shows, this would show parents what the theatre 

had to offer and in turn this may encourage them to attend shows on their own. 

 

Even though The Point and Berry were sister Theatre’s the same productions maybe 

should not been shown at both, as local residents were just as likely go to Eastleigh,  

however it was pointed out that some local residents were probably unable get  to 

Eastleigh. 

              

Cllr Louise Bloom asked that a programme of possible events was compiled 

from what had been discussed, ready for the next C&C meeting on the 13th 

December and asked if either Sarah Brigham and/or Rob Iliffe, Drama Development 

Officer could attend. 

CC601 Discussion following on from the formal response sent, to the proposed changes in 

the opening hours – Hedge End Library. 

Nicola Horsey, Head of Hampshire Libraries gave a brief report on how and why this 

current situation to proposed changes to library hours had come about. 

She added there was a three month consultation period, ending on the 28th 

December. To date there had been over 2,000 responses, throughout Hampshire 

on these proposals, including fed back with many ideas.  

 

Jane Selby, Group Manager added that to date there had been 42 responses from 

Hedge End, with 32 accepting the proposal and understanding why it was needed to 

be done, but were not necessarily happy about it. Member were given a report  
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showing figures on how the Hedge End Library was performing. 

 

It was explained that the Hampshire Library service already had many volunteers 

doing such things as home visits and helping with the summer reading events, held 

during the school holidays.  

The volunteers needed to extend the opening hours of Hedge End Library would 

work alongside a member of staff, for example putting books of shelves, dealing with 

general basic enquiries, but the more difficult situations and computer dealings 

would be dealt with by the member of staff. Full training would be given to all 

volunteers. 

The other way would be to have Self Service kiosk installed, these were already used 

in 9 libraries throughout Hampshire successfully, but were quite expensive at around 

£7,000 per kiosk. 

 

The Council were keen to see the library open for longer, 9am -7pm six days a week. 

It was felt that the way forward was to advertise in the Council Gazette and website 

for volunteers and once a group was gathered a meeting was held, with Hampshire 

Library Service to progress it further. 

Nicola Horsey said that she would write up a report, to include figures for the 

installation of Self Service kiosks. The Chairman asked that the report was e-mailed 

to the Minute Clerk who would then pass to all members prior to the next C & C 

meeting on the 13th December and added as an agenda item. She also hoped that 

they would both be able to attend the next meeting in December. 

 

It was pointed out by Nicola Horsey, that following on from her report to the 

Executive Member for Culture and Recreation on the 20th January 2012, that any 

decisions would not be implemented until 1st April 2012. 

CC602 Christmas Lights 

a) Lights update 

An update on the lights installation was given by the Minute Clerk. It had been 

confirmed by Lamps and Tubes that they would be present for the Switch on and 

that they would provide a plunger for the countdown. 

 

The Committee needed to decide if they wished to install power point, throughout 

the Village Centre in order to power the building lights ready for the 2012/2013 

Christmas display. This cost would be extra from the Christmas Lights budget. It  

was proposed by Cllr Louise Bloom that an additional amount of £11,000 was asked 

for from the 2012/2013 budget in order this work could be completed. All members 

agreed. 

RESOLVED: That an extra £11,000 is asked for from the 2012/2013 budget. 
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b) Event update 

It was confirmed by the Minute Clerk that St Johns Ambulance had now been booked, 12 

stalls would be present but due to the space available any more enquiries would be put on a 

waiting list and contacted if there were any cancellations. 

The programme of events was coming together, Cllr Pearl Hicks was now just waiting to hear 

from one school if they wished to perform. She also confirmed that Budgens would be 

happy to do the same arrangement as last year, supply and heat the mince pies as well as 

provide sweets from inside the store.  

 

Cllr shankerlal Sthankiya confirmed that Greggs would not be providing mince pies this year 

and that nothing had been heard from the Co-op. He also mentioned that the Chinese 

takeaway were very interested in making a donation. It was asked that a letter was sent to 

them. 

It had been confirmed that the Carnival Committee would not be having a hot dog     

stall this year and Santa, as last year, would be needing a supply of sweets to give out. 

Richmonds Estate Agents were interested in advertising this event on for sale board 

signs, as currently displayed around the village advertising the Firework Fiesta. 

Cllr Cynthia Garton was concerned, as there was currently a board on a wall in 

Grange Park, that should not be there. Members were happy for Richmonds to 

advertise, but it was to be made clear that any boards advertising the event were 

not to be placed on any highway land. 

Nathan McCathie, from Richmonds would also be holding a throw a sponge at the 

Estate Agent for 50p ago, with the money going to charity. 

Cllr Pearl Hicks mentioned that volunteers were going to be needed on the day, from 4pm 

onwards. The Chairman suggested that volunteers were asked for at the Full Council 

meeting next week , where a list could be complied. 

Cllr Sheila Baynes wished to thank Cllr Shankerlal Sthankiya for going around the businesses 

in Hedge End, in particular gathering together the necessary information on who to contact 

in regard to the installation of the power sources next year. 

It was asked that a wash up for the Christmas Lights was added as an agenda item 

for the next C&C meeting on the 13th December. 

There being on further business the meeting closed at 8.45pm 

 

       

 


