
HAMBLE VALLEY HERITAGE WALKS – HEDGE END NORTH (2 Hrs) 

A Guide by Eric Reed 

THE FIRST GUIDED WALK BY HAMBLE VALLEY AND EASTLEIGH HERITAGE GUIDES FOR 
2012 SAW LOCALS MEET AT HEDGE END STATION CAR PARK FOR A WANDER AROUND 
NORTHERN HEDGE END, EXPLORING PARTS OF GRANGE PARK AND DOWD’S FARM.  

 Start at Hedge End Station.  The station was developed in 
conjunction with the building of homes at Grange Park and 
opened in May 1990, although there had been thoughts of a 
station at Shamblehurst over 100 years prior to this in 1880’s.  
 

 Walk around to Shamblehurst lane North, to see the old 
section of Shamblehurst Lane approaching the railway bridge. This was closed to 
traffic when bypassed by Stroudley Way in 1988. Carry on past the Shamblehurst 
Barn Pub to Shamblehurst Manor. This property is one of the oldest in the area, with 
parts dating from circa 1550. 
 

 Head east along the old public footpath between Shamblehurst Lane and Botley, 
passing the now dry pond by Beattie Rise where at one time a home for ducks had 
been provided on an island in the middle of the pond by Bovis, fashioned in the style 
of one of their houses! 
 

 Cross Maunsell Way, the walk continues to the north east corner of Grange Park, 
where a cutting was formed to drain water away from the railway line before the 
opening of the railway in 1841. Now water flows gently off the railway southwards 
through the wooded coppice each side of the stream with the path meandering close 
by. There is a section of old SR railway marker post still visible. 
 

 Continue on the foot/cycle path that was provided as a part of the Grange Park 
development was reached east of Giles Close. Intended as the middle section of a 
once planned bridleway route between Itchen Valley Country Park and Manor Farm 
Country Park, completion of the full bridleway route has yet to be fulfilled. 
 

 Follow the foot/cycleway due west (towards Cudworth Mead, Berrywood School) 
most people were unaware of the fact that a substantial Portsmouth Water 
Company water main passes under the green way, piping water from an intake 
works on the River Itchen alongside Allington Lane eastwards towards Portsmouth. 
 

 Cross Maunsell Way again and it is a gentle climb uphill to Shamblehurst Lane South. 
This old Shamblehurst lane was once the main artery between Bursledon, Hedge End 
and the Turnpike road to Winchester between Botley and Fair Oak. Shamblehurst 
Lane was closed to traffic when Drummond Road and Maunsell Way bypassed traffic 
around it. The lane now forms a sylvan corridor for those walking or cycling. It is 
difficult to imagine with the overhanging trees that this section used to be a popular 
route for drivers until the late 1980s. 
 



 Crossing the lane, a new foot/cycle path provides convenient access between Grange 
Park and the eastern end of White’s Way on Dowd’s Farm. Head west past the 
incomplete housing areas, the listed Dowd’s Farm farmhouse is reached. This is the 
only building remaining from the small collection of dilapidated farm buildings and 
stables which existed before the development of Dowd’s Farm. The building is 
shrouded in scaffolding and a protective cover, but plans may see this redeveloped 
as a pre-school. 

 Close by on west side of the old farmhouse, an ancient track leads down between the 
backs of homes in White`s Way and Pomeroy Crescent towards Tollbar Way. Along 
this path you will find one of the most majestic and probably oldest oak trees in the 
locality with a trunk of considerable girth. 

 Continue walking down the track and Tollbar Way is reached. This new road opened 
in 1989 as an alternative route to Shamblehurst lane. The names Tollbar Way and 
Turnpike Way commemorate the Tollbar that used to be in Lower Northam Road, 
which was removed some 60 years before in 1929. Turnpike Way commemorates the 
Romsey, Swaythling, Botley old turnpike route along Botley Road to the north and 
to the south  the Botley to Northam Bridge old turnpike route. 

 Turn right onto Tollbar Way and after walking a short 
distance turn right into Wellstead Way. This leads onto 
delightful Dowd’s Farm Park, which has various art 
features designed in conjunction with the pupils from 
Wellstead School. Walk past the popular children’s play 
area on the hilltop and around the wonderfully 
landscaped lake. This really demonstrates that some very 
pleasant open space areas can arise out of a new housing development which may 
have been of concern to some people when it was first proposed. 

 Finally continuing northwards, follow the footpath to the left along the route 
network that leads back to Hedge End Station. A pleasant 2 hours sortie exploring 
areas that less than 30 years ago were farmland. 

 

For more details of Sunday Guided Walks -
www.hamblevalleyheritage.co.uk 

 

Note: A handy pocket sized street map of Hedge End can be collected from Hedge End Town 
Council, 2000 Centre, Hedge End, SO30 4AF.  


